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Abestract

Standardized tools for authority control in the digital environment are of
significant importance. Among the most prominent of these tools are the
International Standard Name Identifier (ISNI), the Virtual International Authority
File (VIAF), and the Resource Description and Access (RDA) standard, which is
considered one of the most important content standards for the description and
control of bibliographic and authority entities. Many international authority control
projects have utilized these standards to support the digital environment and
enhance entity linking. Among the most recent and notable of these initiatives is
WorldCat Entities, one of the key projects managed by the Online Computer Library
Center (OCLC). This project aims to provide advanced services for managing
bibliographic and authority data, in addition to linking entities to various
information sources. Another important initiative in this field is the Open
Researcher and Contributor Identifier (ORCID), which aims to standardize and
accurately control researcher names in the digital environment.

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of using international
standardized authority control tools in managing Arabic personal names in the
digital environment, with a focus on ISNI and VIAF, due to their widespread
adoption, continuous development, and standardized nature. The study also explores
other related tools and highlights their importance in supporting authority control in
the digital space.

The research adopted a descriptive analytical methodology using a survey
approach, supplemented by statistical techniques, including the use of the Chi-
Square Cross Tabs and Contingency Coefficient, to achieve the research objectives.
The study population consisted of a sample of Arabic personal name authority
records representative of the Arab region. The sample was drawn from the authority
file of the American University in Cairo Library. A sample size of 300 authority
records, prepared in accordance with the Resource Description and Access (RDA)
standard, was determined at a 95% confidence level. The study examined and
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analyzed available data on each Arabic personal name entity in the ISNI and VIAF
databases, both accessible online.

The study reached several findings, the most notable of which include the
identification of the quality and completeness of authority control data for Arabic
personal names in international standardized tools. Additionally, the study
highlighted how ISNI provides mechanisms for addressing issues related to
pseudonyms. It also revealed the nature of the relationship between ISNI and VIAF,
and how both projects have leveraged modern technologies to control Arabic
personal names in the digital environment. These developments facilitate the use of
such tools by information institutions, including libraries, museums, and archives.
The study also drew attention to WorldCat Entities as one of the leading
international initiatives for entity control in the digital environment.

Key words: Standardized Authority Control Tools; WorldCat Entities; Open
Researcher and Contributor Identifier; International Standard Name Identifier
(ISNI); Virtual International Authority File (VIAF); Online; Computer Library
Center (OCLC) ; Resource Description and Access (RDA).



