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Abstract:

The study aimed to elucidate the role of YouTube channels of the Arab Federation for
Libraries and Information (AFLI) as a mouthpiece for specialists and a standard bearer for
development in their country, by displaying the numerical and qualitative features of these
channels, clarifying the extent of specialists’ interaction with them, and analyzing the features
of the objective content of the video files available on the channels. In addition, it is an
attempt to find out whether the video files available on YouTube channels contribute to
supporting self-learning and raising followers’ cognitive awareness about the specialty or not,
in addition to highlighting the challenges facing professional unions and associations for
expansion and development. Finally, the researcher presented a proposal for a set of
mechanisms for investing in the channels’ content educationally and financially in a way that
achieves sustainable development for the original institution and the specialty.
Methodologically, the study adopted the descriptive analytical approach, in addition to using
the content analysis method, from the beginning of the channel’s inception on the YouTube
platform until 31/12/2022.

The study reached several results, the most prominent of which is that the Arab Federation
for Libraries and Information (AFLI) is considered the most institution and association keen
to be present on more than one social media platform, especially the most widely used,
effective and famous platforms. The number of video files available during 2022 in the Arab
Federation for Libraries and Information (AFLI) and Archives topped first place, 37 videos, in
addition to the fact that all seminars available in the sample channels are closely connected to
the field of specialization, and this emphasizes the importance of introducing students and
graduates to these sources so that the benefit may prevail, and that the channels of the AFLI
need further development and support in institutional work and moving away from
individualism in performance, by activating cooperation between associations and academic
departments, and pioneers of the specialization, so that the ultimate goal of all is to advance
the specialization and the profession, and to support and assist those affiliated with the
specialization to achieve sustainable develop ment of the specialization.

Keywords:
YOU TUBE Channels; Professional Federations and Associations; and Self-Learning.
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